THi   CONCERT  OF  EUEOPB
I
One day before Russia took her military decision,    \. England issued another warning and threat to both sides*     •*
BenckendorrT, "with Ms natural eye for men and things" whose daily reports of Grey read like a bulletin on the    j moods of a great courtesan, feels the decision draw near, Lichnowsky has daily to defend Vienna's obstinacy, which he condemns himself, and to advise mediation in Petersburg when he cannot himself bring it about in Berlin.
But Vienna's repeated refusals have already made it easier for tibe British Cabinet to accomplish a change c€ front which it only half welcomed. Grey, who for five days had rejected the risk of possibly precipitating war by a threatening attitude towards one side or the other, while hofJtag to avert it by precisely such a threat, now ®ees in this dangerous method the only hope of salvation, In the same hour in which the Russian General in Peters*-burg is pointing to the clock and giving tbe Grerm&& Major his crafty "word of honour" the British Secretary of State is saying to the German Ambassador in London t "The situation continues to grow more acute. We can do nothing with Vienna. We have spoken in friendly fashi&n, as always since you have hen here. I must not, howet}^ deceive you. So long as the conflict remains confined to Austria and Russia, we can stand aside. But if Germany and France $,hou£d he involved, then the British Government would find imlf forced to make up its mind quickly."
*I cannot say more,' thinks Grey. 'Perhaps now they 1 believe it in Berlin.' To make quite certain, he had Cambom an hour previously that he was taking thfo font added: "Tou must not draw any final concJu${»n$ orders t® (he Flee^JSngland is "by no means entirely %fye iiMte i/ France to-da^Os Ae was in the case of " "
$o $e directly threatened by fot m riftyttfats. / must repeat thfa to youS - ***** «fw% the Cabinets of Paris and Peters-, learn that England has taken Warning had a partial success, the most peaceable man in the world amiQ
